
	
	

	

	
	
	    
	    VIEW ONLINE WORSHIP | SHARING OUR STORIES
	    
	


		

			
	
		WC-Connect Sign In

	

	
		
		Contact Us
		952-473-8877

	

	




	
		
			
				[image: ]

			

				
						Welcome
	Sharing our Stories
	First time visit
	New Member Info Sessions
	Who We Are
	What We Believe
	Leadership
		Clergy
	Staff
	Lay Leadership
	Governance
	Deacons



	Inspire Magazine Archives
	Employment Opportunities



	Worship
	All-Church Worship Service & Annual Meeting
	Sunday Bulletins
	Sunday Worship
	Sunday School Programs
	Sermon Series
	Online Worship
		Worship Archives



	Parables Worship
	Baptisms, Weddings, Celebrations of Life



	Connect
	WCC Night Out
	Community Meal
	Wednesday Programs
	Adult and Youth Choirs
	Special Interest Groups
		Soup, Salad and Song
	Men’s Ministry Event
	WISH: Widowed in Social Harmony
	Third Thursday Readers
	“Next Chapter”
			Next Chapter Video Archives









	Grow
	2024 Registration
	Summer Camp 2024
		Summer Camp Registration
	Camp Work Crew



	Adult Faith Classes
		Senior Adult Ministry



	High School
		Confirmation Class of 2024
	High School Programs
	Milestones



	Middle School
		Middle School Programs
	Milestones



	Elementary
		Elementary Programs
	VBS 2024
	Milestones



	Early Childhood
		Early Childhood Programs
	Milestones



	Parables Disability Ministry
		Parables Disability Programs
	Parables VBS
	Parables Worship
	Parables Archive






	Care
	Caring Community Ministers
	Deacons
		Deacons Fund



	Prayer Chain
	Pastoral Care
	Peace Labyrinth
	Mental Health Ministry
		Mental Health Ministry Mission Statement






	Serve
	Mission Partners
		Playworks MN



	Serving Opportunities
	Dough
		DOUGH Skills Coaches



	Welcome a Refugee Family
	Welcome Ministry
	Church – Volunteer
	Thimble Bees
	Rummage



	Give
	Give
	Planned Giving
	Legacy Video Series



	WCCNS
	WCCNS Leadership & Contact Information
		WCCNS Staff Bios



	Program Overview
		Enrichment Classes



	WCCNS Summer Camp
	Enrollment Forms & Family Handbook
	Join Our Team
	Cubby News




					[image: seach]
					
						
							
						
					

				

			

		

	


	
		
			
				
					
													URL not found

							
HomeURL not found


					

				

			

		

	

	


	
		[image: ]	Welcome
	Sharing our Stories
	First time visit
	New Member Info Sessions
	Who We Are
	What We Believe
	Leadership
		Clergy
	Staff
	Lay Leadership
	Governance
	Deacons



	Inspire Magazine Archives
	Employment Opportunities



	Worship
	All-Church Worship Service & Annual Meeting
	Sunday Bulletins
	Sunday Worship
	Sunday School Programs
	Sermon Series
	Online Worship
		Worship Archives



	Parables Worship
	Baptisms, Weddings, Celebrations of Life



	Connect
	WCC Night Out
	Community Meal
	Wednesday Programs
	Adult and Youth Choirs
	Special Interest Groups
		Soup, Salad and Song
	Men’s Ministry Event
	WISH: Widowed in Social Harmony
	Third Thursday Readers
	“Next Chapter”
			Next Chapter Video Archives









	Grow
	2024 Registration
	Summer Camp 2024
		Summer Camp Registration
	Camp Work Crew



	Adult Faith Classes
		Senior Adult Ministry



	High School
		Confirmation Class of 2024
	High School Programs
	Milestones



	Middle School
		Middle School Programs
	Milestones



	Elementary
		Elementary Programs
	VBS 2024
	Milestones



	Early Childhood
		Early Childhood Programs
	Milestones



	Parables Disability Ministry
		Parables Disability Programs
	Parables VBS
	Parables Worship
	Parables Archive






	Care
	Caring Community Ministers
	Deacons
		Deacons Fund



	Prayer Chain
	Pastoral Care
	Peace Labyrinth
	Mental Health Ministry
		Mental Health Ministry Mission Statement






	Serve
	Mission Partners
		Playworks MN



	Serving Opportunities
	Dough
		DOUGH Skills Coaches



	Welcome a Refugee Family
	Welcome Ministry
	Church – Volunteer
	Thimble Bees
	Rummage



	Give
	Give
	Planned Giving
	Legacy Video Series



	WCCNS
	WCCNS Leadership & Contact Information
		WCCNS Staff Bios



	Program Overview
		Enrichment Classes



	WCCNS Summer Camp
	Enrollment Forms & Family Handbook
	Join Our Team
	Cubby News





	
		
			
			
					

	

	

	




			

								
				
									

					
										

	
		404

		
			Oops...

			We're sorry, but 
something went wrong.

			Homepage
		

	


				
					


					
					
					
			

			
			
			
			
			
				
	
		
			125 Wayzata Boulevard East, Wayzata, MN 55391
			(952) 473-8877

			Fax: 952-473-2695
			WCC Nursery School Office: 952-473-2114
			Nursery School Fax: 952-476-6598
		

		
			
			
		

	





			

		

		 

	
		
			
				Wayzata Community Church ©2023. All Rights Reserved.

			

		

	






	
		Search for:
		
	
	



			
		


	

	

	
			
		Contact / Location
location
Contact info



	
		
			Address: 125 Wayzata Boulevard East

Wayzata, MN 55391

Church Office: 952-473-8877

Church Fax: 952-473-2695

WCC Nursery School: 952-473-2114

Nursery School Fax: 952-476-6598

Email: welcome@wayzatacommunitychurch.org


		

	









Worship / Calendar

	
		
			
Sunday Worship

ONLINE WORSHIP

8 a.m., 9 a.m., 10 a.m. Parables and 10:45 a.m.

on Facebook, Youtube and our website



Please visit WC-Connect for current calendar information.
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			John Linden

A Reflection on Youth Ministry 

I have always held a special place in my heart for the youth ministry programs at WCC. They have not only helped me to grow spiritually through a variety of activities, but the youth directors and small group leaders have had an immensely influential role in helping me become the person I am now. I accredit in large part my musicianship to the music ministry, directed by Dr. Stephen Self, and the influences of Patrick Morgan, Joel Bowers, and Mike Solberg. These men will always be mentors in my life for not only music, but how to live as a Christian in A.D. 2023.

The influence of WCC’s youth ministries is not limited to a group of amazing mentors, but it is most often defined by the outstanding activities that it offers. These are, but are not limited to, retreats, Wednesday night youth group, Church Camp, and more. If it were not for these opportunities, I would have likely never gotten to know and learn from the mentors I mentioned above in the way that I have. Additionally, I have come to know a multitude of friends through both camp and retreats. In fact, I spend time at school with many of my peers who have been at camp and retreats.

In the summer of 2022, I was part of the mission trip to Sisseton, South Dakota. There was an incredible group of people on this trip from a variety of different churches. I maintain contact with many of these people to this day, despite the fact that they live in different states. I cannot put into words the impact this trip had on me as a Christian, and I am extremely grateful to the leaders, Cory Hample and Reverend Danielle Jones, for the opportunity.
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			Shirley Hogan 

“Each day is an adventure. I talk to God all the time and say, ‘thank you’ for taking me wherever you are taking me today!”

That’s Shirley Hogan; she exudes joy and looks at the bright side of nearly everything in life. “I know that bad days do happen,” she says, “but I always look for something good to come out of everything, every day”.

Shirley and her husband Dick knew each other as kids growing up. Their families were church friends, and they attended the same high school, with Dick graduating 3 years before Shirley. They reconnected after college when they commuted together on the bus from New Jersey to New York City for their post-college jobs. Their friendship blossomed into romance, and eventually Dick proposed to Shirley in his parent’s living room. They got married in a small ceremony in their family church and then flew off the following day for a magical honeymoon in Bermuda.

The beautiful white sand beaches and little pink cottages of Bermuda may have been the beginning Dick and Shirley’s wanderlust! Dick spent his career working with Pillsbury and traveled internationally often. Shirley was busy raising their four children, but she remembers one trip to London to meet up with Dick and some of his colleagues. They were craving corn on the cob, so Shirley flew to Heathrow with a bag filled with ears of corn. “PanAm let us do that back then!” she laughs.

After moving to Minnesota in 1965, Dick and Shirley joined Wayzata Community Church and raised their family in Deephaven. They made life-long friends in their Koinonia group (what we used to call community groups) and they traveled together often as couples. Shirley’s favorite trip was a “magical and peaceful” African safari with Dick. One of their favorite traveling traditions involved taking each of their grandchildren on a memorable trip when they turned eleven or twelve. They went white water rafting on the Colorado River, they took a Grand Canyon helicopter adventure, and they went to Costa Rica, Banff/Lake Louise, Denmark, and France. There’s one more trip in the works for Shirley’s grandchild, Gordon. “The Galapagos would be fun because Gordy loves critters, but he’s thinking he’d like to go to Iceland!” Shirley also went on the WCC Israel trip with Lindy Purdy in 2015.

In the 57 years she has been at WCC, Shirley has served as a Deacon, and she still participates in Thimble Bees and is a Rummage volunteer. She is friends with all generations of people at church and fancies herself somewhat of an event planner. She gets groups of friends together to go to concerts at Orchestra Hall— parking at Ridgedale and taking the bus right to Peavey Plaza— and stays very active at Deephaven Woods, where she serves as an ambassador to welcome new residents. Shirley has also been in the cast of many Good Works Community Theater shows— including Honk, Princess & The Pea, Into the Woods, the Wizard of Oz, and Big Fish— where she has widened her ever-growing circle of church friends.

Shirley has never liked sitting still for very long. She grew up taking tap, ballet, and ballroom dance lessons. She regularly plays Ping Pong, attends exercise classes with friends at Deephaven Woods, and swims at Robinson’s Bay in Lake Minnetonka several times a week, bringing her chair and noodle with her to paddle around the bay for an hour or so, greeting the same familiar faces. “I’ve been coming to this beach with my chair for fifty years,” she says, “so they know me!”

Shirley believes that the best thing about Wayzata Community Church is its inclusivity. “It’s so important to be inclusive,” she says. “I’m so proud of our church for being so accepting and open.” She loves the Parables service and the families she has met through Parables, and she attends the 10:30 traditional service as well. “I love the beautiful music, and Stephen Self is a gift to WCC!”

On November 27th, Shirley will celebrate her 90th birthday out East with her big, close-knit family, and she and her adult kids will travel to Ireland together next year. Her sister, Sandra Larson, describes her as a woman who “delights in everything,” and Shirley agrees. “I have lived a joy-filled life. I have no complaints!”

We’re grateful to Shirley for sharing her joy, fun sense of humor, and delightful life stories with all of us. She is a treasure! 

 

		



				

							
			×			
		
	






	

				

				

		

				
			When you feel as connected to the church as much as Jonathan and Amy Robinson do at Wayzata Community Church, even moving to Texas couldn’t keep them away. 

Jonathan and Amy started attending Wayzata Community Church in 2006, and quickly became involved in the life of the church. They made friends with many other young families and felt very welcomed into what they both describe as a “unique” church community. Jonathan served on the Communications Board and the Church Council, and he was also part of the Wayfinding Signage Committee led by Jeff Johnson for the Raise the Roof construction project. In 2016, Jonathan was on the Search Committee to call Rev. Rustin Comer to WCC.

Amy served on the Children’s Ministry Board with Jodie Nyberg, a board well known for its high level of involvement. She even dressed up as an Easter Egg for the annual children’s Easter Egg Hunt, as well as an Elf for the annual family Advent Workshop. Amy served with the Confirmation class of 2020 and as an adult leader with High School Ministry. Amy currently sits on the Middle School Ministry board with Ann Hunhoff.

Their daughters Emma (a 6th grader) and Nora (a 3rd grader) also love WCC. In fact, Emma was excited to be a part of WCC even before she was born. Amy’s water broke in the middle of the 6:33pm Sunday night worship service and they had to be rushed to the hospital. Ever since, Emma has been known as the “total church baby.”

Emma was involved with the Good Works Community Theater production of the Wizard of Oz in 2018. “That’s when I really got to meet and talk with other parents,” Amy said, as she sat in the Sanctuary at the show rehearsals several nights a week, planning out costumes and other details of the show. Both Nora and Emma are planning on being in the cast of WCC’s March 2024 production of Annie.

In late 2019, the Robinsons moved to Texas for a new job, but that didn’t stop them from continuing to volunteer. Amy continued her leadership role with High School, flying up for several High School retreats and hiking up mountains on the Colorado Trip for graduating seniors as an adult trip leader in 2021.

“We had such a strong community of friends here at WCC, and we really missed being part of it,” Jonathan said. “We weren’t able to find a church in Texas that felt the same or that felt as inclusive. The big tent philosophy at WCC really is unique and authentic.”

Amy adds, “You really can ‘come as you are’ here, and someone will meet you right where you are. You can be having a bad day, and someone will offer a hug, and it will be just what you need.” They both talked about how open and accepting people are at WCC. “You can see the inclusive love of Jesus in action. Our kids feel safe and accepted here, and they both love being involved in family ministry programs and choirs. And they both love camp. Nora wants to spend all next summer up at camp!”

Their time away from WCC allowed them to reflect on who they are, what they truly value, and the gift of great friendships they still had with other WCC families. Covid was an opportunity for them to see the transitions happening in the WCC faith community as a natural evolution of positive change. They both added, “We experienced the changes in worship styles, in leadership, and in ministry areas, and at the same time, we love the familiarity of our church spaces, of Lindy Purdy’s steady presence, of church members who have been here for generations. These are things that make up the core of our church, things that help us feel grounded even as our community evolves and grows. It’s comforting, and amazing!”

We know you never really left — but we are happy to again see you in church every week — so welcome back, Robinson family!  
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			You’ve probably seen George Robards hustling around WCC – he’s a member of WCC’s Building & Grounds team. George is quick with a smile and even quicker at getting things done — but he’s also one of the kindest human beings you’ll ever meet.

George has been serving on our Building & Grounds team since February 2020. In his quiet behind-the-scenes way, he gets stuff done— pretty much always with a smile. People who know him all share the same sentiments:

“George is a natural helper, a self-starter.”

“George figures out what to do next and he does it.”

“George really is as cheerful as he seems!”

Outside of work, George is a super volunteer. In addition to traveling with Bricks to Bread to Costa Rica last winter, he frequently works with Nancy Alvarado — the founder of Bricks to Bread — preparing dough and baking pretzels and bread at the brick oven in St. Louis Park. He also volunteers at Cranberry Ridge in Plymouth, preparing and serving meals to residents with other WCC members once a month. And, George serves as a staff co-liaison on the Board of Fellowship.  

The Building and Grounds team, led by John Estrem, have a mission statement that they discuss often in their staff meetings: “Working together, taking care of the people and the building, with love.” The team takes time to share stories together about their work, and about their personal reflections on their team mission. John explains, “When we know and share our stories, we develop a depth of understanding and value about how and why our teammates are who they are. That’s important to how we work well together.”

We’re fortunate to have our amazing Building & Grounds team at WCC, and we’re inspired by how they lead with integrity, care, and joy. The next time you see one of them around WCC, thank them and give them a high five — if you can keep up with them!
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David and Jan Tweet

Bible Study for Dummies is what got Jan and David Tweet connected to Wayzata Community Church. The preaching, outreach, music, and community care kept them here until Jan died on June 13, 2021. Though they never joined WCC, this has been their church home since they got here. These days, David can be found helping with the Rummage Sale, restoring furniture for people in need at his retirement community, or spending time with his friends. He lives a simple life these days to fulfill a promise made to Jan, because he has a bigger purpose. When Jan died, he promised not only that he would honor her wishes to give away 95% of their assets, he also promised that he would spend as little of their money as possible in order that the gifts made would have an even bigger impact. He says it feels really good to live this way.

Jan taught 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade for 36 years. When she died, David got phone calls from people who had her as a teacher all the way back in 1958 who had to share that she was the best teacher of their life. There are dozens and dozens of letters from students and parents who shared how she discovered their talents and improved the lives of these kids.

Jan’s lessons for the world aren’t done yet. Even now, she and David are teaching what it is to be a steward of the resources God has first given us and how to have what we accumulate in life be a blessing to ministry in perpetuity. They have set up a trust that upon David’s death will distribute their assets to the organizations that have meant so much to them over the years. They met at St. Olaf College. Jan’s passion for music and David’s lifetime as a research chemist led them to establish scholarships for music and chemistry.

Wayzata Community Church will receive a gift to benefit the music ministry here as well as the Bible Study/Faith Formation activities of the church. David’s wishes for this gift are on file with the church.

“I promised Jan I would live a simple life,” says David. With gratitude, and in her memory, he is living that promise. 
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			Denise Cormaney 

Can you think of a time when you felt like you truly belonged?

I don’t mean feeling like you fit in. Can you think of a time you were able to be your authentic self, without fear of rejection? A time you were with a group of people who fully embraced you as you, without judgment or agenda. A place where you felt fully seen.

This past April, a group of 15 moms went on an overnight retreat to the Episcopal House of Prayer in Collegeville, MN. Lovingly led by Michele, Autumn and Lindy, we spent 24 hours sharing, praying, crying and laughing about our lives as parents of disabled kids. It was an experience of true belonging.

Special-needs families like ours rarely feel like we belong anywhere. We wonder what it’s like to send our kids to school, knowing what they need is already in place. We see typical kids who make friends, going to birthday parties and sleepovers with ease. We dream of being the kind of mom who can share the load with her friends, picking up each other’s kids from school, dropping our kids off for playdates, taking on an extra kid for an afternoon when something unexpected comes up. We hang on the edges of mom circles, listening to them share their “relatable” experiences, smiling and nodding while feeling increasingly unseen and alone.

This reality can be really hard. 

Let me be clear: none of this is our kids’ fault. There is nothing wrong with them. They are beloved image-bearers of God, worthy of love and belonging like everyone else. As parents, the biggest obstacles we face come from living in a society that doesn’t make room for kids like ours. Everything feels like a fight: finding the much-needed support, a decent education, the people who will accept our kids exactly as they are. Many public spaces are inaccessible to our families because we simply cannot fit in. Parents often feel isolated and overwhelmed at home, unable to find the help we need because that help simply doesn’t exist. Our kids are not to be blamed, and we are not to be pitied. We just want our kids to belong, and for our communities to support our families in ways that typical families take for granted.

This retreat created a mom circle where everyone could feel seen and supported. Lindy, Michele and Autumn made us feel deeply cared for, holding space for our tender stories and our raw emotions. The sense of community was strong and the connections were powerful. We listened to each other’s stories and knew we were not alone. We belonged.

This is what the Parables Disability Ministry does best at WCC: intentionally creating a space that invites people on the margins into the heart of our community. It is a sacred space where people feel truly seen and fully loved for who they are. It is doing the work of Jesus, bringing forth the Kingdom of God, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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			Edith Perlin, the Executive Director of Edith’s House and one of our recent Dough grant recipients, brought Sean to the WCC Rummage Sale last week. Sean, who was recently hired at Edith’s House, is a young, single dad to 3-year-old Jacob. Edith helped Sean and Jacob secure affordable housing after experiencing homelessness.

Sean and Jacob have experienced significant upheaval in recent months. Jacob used to live with his mother, her sister, and her aunt in Chicago. Tragically, all three women were murdered by a vengeful ex-boyfriend, and baby Jacob was left without his caregivers. Sean immediately flew to Chicago to get his son and they returned to Minneapolis. A friend pointed him in Edith’s direction, promising that Edith could help him figure out what to do — and she did. Edith helped Sean secure a job and housing close to Sean’s sister, who helps care for Jacob while Sean’s at work.

At the Rummage Sale, Sean found a sofa, a bed for Jacob, some towels and kitchen items, clothing, and maybe the best treasure of all — sheets with Jacob’s favorite dinosaurs on them for his new bed. He also found a number of stuffed animals. “His bed will look really cool,” Sean said. “I can hardly wait for Jacob to see his new room!”  It felt great seeing how our Rummage Ministry could help their little family get a solid start.

That’s what the Rummage Ministry is all about: helping individuals and families feel secure in their world, lightening the load just a bit, doing what we can to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus. This ministry, and all our ministries, would not be possible without the generous support of WCC members, who believe in our vision to inspire the world with the inclusive love of Jesus. These seemingly small experiences help create a culture of kindness and compassion.

Sean and Edith drove off that day with a full van and full hearts. When Edith’s House became one of our Dough mission partners in 2022, we couldn’t have imagined how blessed we would be by helping new friends like Sean and Jacob. God is good.
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			Dick’s Grill, so named in memory of our beloved Dick Reed, has been a staple at The Rummage Sale since John Estrem started it in 1993 to raise money for mission work in Haiti. Dick served on our worship music team for many years. For the past five years, the Board of Fellowship has joined in on the fun with board members serving over the two days of the Sale.

The Grill is an essential part of the Rummage Sale. People take time out of their hectic shopping day to enjoy a delicious grilled hot dog or BBQ sandwich and a cookie served by a friendly team of joyful grillers. The same core group has served at Dick’s Grill throughout the years, with some of our younger volunteers taking time away for college or jobs but often returning for a shift or two!

We are grateful to the Plymouth Von Hansen store for partnering with WCC since the beginning in support of our mission. The all-beef hot dogs and freshly baked buns they provide for sale days are a treat (and the BBQ is delicious too!)

“In the middle of the busyness of the Rummage Sale, our mission is to bring smiles to people’s faces,” John explains. “We try to be a welcome ‘oasis’ on a hot summer day where you can sit in the shade and enjoy a delicious meal. We are serving up smiles — all day long!”

Tad Dyrdahl and his wife Lorie take time off work to grill hot dogs for two days. “It’s one of my ministries,” he says. “When I came back to the church and reconnected with John and the Board of Fellowship, it became very important to me to serve this way. I love being part of the community and seeing everyone, being with my friends, and involving my family. It’s something I look forward to every year. And, of course, who doesn’t love hanging out with John Estrem?!”

Be sure and stop by Dick’s Grill while you’re at The Rummage Sale and ask the crew to sing a rousing verse or two of “Sweet Caroline’’— their signature song!
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			Jen Severson’s Story

You’ve probably seen Leah Severson rolling around WCC, either at Community Meal on Wednesday nights, helping Miss Jodie as a “kid wrangler” for the children’s crafts and games activities at Music + Message or singing in the choir at the 9 a.m. service. This soon to be sixth grader with the bright smile and infectious laugh has found a place to belong at WCC. As Brené Brown writes, “belonging doesn’t require us to change who we are, it requires us to be who we are.”

“It’s wonderful to see Leah thriving in a safe, inclusive space where she is free to do her own thing,” her mom Jen says. “This is where we feel God’s presence the most.”

It was Music + Message on the lawn that compelled the Severson family to meander across the street to Wayzata Community Church on a sunny summer evening seven years ago. Ty, Jen, and Leah felt immediately welcomed by the people they met, and they were delighted when they reconnected with members they knew from Leah’s preschool experiences. Leah quickly became involved in the kindergarten choir with Autumn Toussaint, and in 2017, she was in the cast of Good Works Community Theater’s production of The Wizard of Oz. As Autumn describes it, “They followed the Yellow Brick Road — and here they are!”

People find their way to WCC from a wide variety of spiritual backgrounds. For Jen, even after beginning to attend WCC, her childhood Catholic church continued to be an important part of her faith. At first, they came to our Wednesday programs while continuing to attend Sunday worship at their Catholic church. “It was important to me that Leah stay connected to the faith my family was part of,” Jen said, “and I wanted her to have her first communion in the Catholic church, just as I did.”

When Covid hit, the Seversons stopped coming to church, as many families were forced to do. But by the Fall of 2022, they were back at WCC, attending Wednesday programs and the Community Meal. Jen says that the sense of togetherness and others seeking community spirit is what their family loves about WCC. “We love the community meal. We get to sit and talk with other families and with other generations of people, which is so important. Our family is dedicated to being here each Wednesday— Leah loves choirs and the programs she’s involved in with Miss Jodie, and I either take a Bible Study or a class, or sometimes I just go for a walk and that’s fulfilling too. The important thing is that we make intentional space to be at church and with our faith community — it’s a high priority for our family.”

On Sundays, the Seversons attend the 9:00 a.m. Contemporary service in the Sanctuary. “Leah loves both singing in the choir and attending Jodie’s programs on Sunday mornings,” Jen says. They occasionally attend the Parables service in the Chapel, as well.

Jen has also found a place to belong at WCC. She was able to get away with fourteen other women for the Parables Moms retreat, held at the gorgeous Episcopal House of Prayer this past Spring. The overnight gathering was led by Michele Ramert, Autumn Toussaint, and Rev. Lindy Purdy. They created space for quiet prayer, many hours of conversations with one another, great food, and cozy bedrooms for rest and time away from the stresses of everyday life. “I loved it,” Jen says. “I crave being back at that retreat talking with those wonderful women, and that comfortable bed! It filled my cup in the best way possible.”

No matter where your yellow brick road started, we hope you have found a place to belong at WCC.
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			Jake Beard’s Story

“We’re sort of like a spiritual bar,” Jake says with a twinkle and a smile. “I may be dating myself here, but I think Wayzata Community Church is like ‘Cheers’ — it’s a place where everybody knows your name.”

Jake and Nan Beard are longtime members who have been involved at WCC in just about every imaginable way, but they really come alive when they’re meeting new people in Founders Hall on Sundays. Jake has a knack for making people feel right at home and for putting them at ease. Jake believes we’re at our best when we make friends with people in generations other than our own, because learning about their life experiences helps us expand our life perspectives.

“We all tend to be inhibited about talking to people if we don’t know their names,” Jake says, “But we can’t let that stop us from saying hello. It’s easy to live in our own little worlds, but we need to keep our antennae up — be attuned to people, to the world —and believe that there is something bigger than us.”

Jake is a firm believer that these interactions with people can lead to that “something bigger than us,” or what Jake likes to call God-winks — holy moments throughout the day when God’s presence is shown to us in small and not-so-small ways. He believes these are moments when we recognize that God has chosen to remain anonymous.

Early one morning recently, Jake’s daughter sent him an email encouraging him to check out these new, innovative inflatable paddleboards. Later that morning, he joined nearly fifty men who have been gathering together for breakfast once a week since World War II, and he smiled when he saw the guest speakers for that week were the founders of PaddleNorth, the company that developed the inflatable paddleboards. Jake says, “This kind of thing happens in my life all the time!” He adds, “I look for these moments every day.”

Jake is a lifelong learner. An experience with an estate attorney years ago changed the way he thought about his work, and about life in general. Jake asked him, “What do you do to stay fresh?”

Early in his career, this attorney had been asked to develop a will for a successful physician. In their meeting, he asked the doctor to outline his monetary assets. The doctor stopped him, saying, “But those are just things, assets. I want to create a will that relays my values.” This response changed the attorney’s perspective on everything, from being outcome based to being values based.

This story has relevance for WCC, Jake says.

“What are our values? What’s important? How do we view the world? What do we do to stay fresh? These are the questions we ask ourselves and others and connects us to each other. At WCC we are part of a community that invites us to be more accepting of everyone’s unique journeys. Every one of us has a different story, and each of us contributes to the foundational values of our church.”

Wayzata Community Church is fortunate to have a guy like Jake leading the way in making sure we’re not just inspiring the world with the inclusive love of Jesus, but that every single person that walks into our church not only feels included, but also feels like they belong. No matter what your story is, we want you to know that you matter. As Jake says, your unique story contributes to the foundational values of our church.
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